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Guwahati: A purported
unidentified flying object
was sighted over Imphal air-
port from 2.30pm to 4.05pm
on Sunday, prompting an air-
space closure and suspen-
sion of  all civilian flight op-
erations for over three hours
as fighter jets scrambled in
response to what the IAF’s
Eastern Command said
were “visual inputs”.

Until 90 minutes before
the alert was lifted at 5.35pm,
the “white flying object” was
visible from the air traffic
control room, an Airports
Authority of  India (AAI) of-
ficial said.

The IAF activated its “air
defence response mecha-
nism” at 3.55pm, which con-
tinued till 5.35pm. Flight op-
erations at Imphal’s Bir Ti-
kendrajit airport resumed at
5.50pm after getting clear-
ance from the IAF.

Police, CISF personnel,
airline staff  and civilians re-
ported seeing the flying ob-
ject that caused a stir till
dusk descended on Imphal.

AAI reported that at
2.30pm, Imphal ATC re-
ceived a telephonic message
from the CISF control room

about an unidentified object
flying over the terminal and
moving southwards above
the ATC tower, where it re-
mained stationary midair
for some time. Thereafter, it
moved southwest of  the air-
field and was visible till
4.05pm. “As darkness de-
scended, the object became
invisible,” said AAI’s region-
al executive director San-
mukh Jugani.

IndiGo’s Imphal-Agartala
flight, an Imphal-Kolkata Air
India plane and an Imphal-
Guwahati Air India plane
with about 500 passengers
were ready for departure
around 3pm, but weren’t
cleared for take off  because of
the commotion. The flights

left for their destinations after
operations resumed.

An IndiGo Airbus 320
coming from Kolkata to Im-
phal with 173 passengers ho-
vered over Imphal for some
time before it was diverted to
Guwahati. Another Airbus
320 of  the airline with 183 pas-
sengers on board from Delhi
was diverted to Kolkata.

Airport officials
wouldn’t say if  the flying ob-
ject appeared on the radar.

“We haven’t been able to
identify it yet. Let’s wait and
see if  it shows up again on
Monday,” an AAI official said.

Sources said the DGCA
and the defence authorities
were likely to separately in-
vestigate the sighting.

Civilian Flight Operations Suspended For 3 Hours

‘UFO’ sparks Imphal
airspace closure 

The object has not been identified
yet. The DGCA and defence author-
ities are likely to launch separate
investigations 
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Aizawl: A band of  29 Myan-
marese soldiers seeking ref-
uge in Mizoram after fleeing
an attack by the Chin militia
on their camp was airlifted on
Sunday from Vaphai in
Champhai district to Assam
Rifles camps in neighbouring
Manipur before being hand-
ed over to officials from their
native country on the India-
Myanmar border in Moreh.

Mizoram home depart-
ment officials said the evacua-
tion by IAF helicopters be-
tween 11am and 11.25am was
part of  a continuing exercise
that started last Thursday,
when the first batch of  sol-
diers from Myanmar entered
Mizoram along with civilians
escaping the fighting between
the junta and militia groups
there.

The trigger for the flight of
Myanmarese soldiers was an
attack by guerrillas of  the
Chin National Defence Force
on the army camp at Tuibual,
close to the Tiau river that con-
stitutes a portion of  Myan-
mar’s border with Mizoram.
The outfit is the armed wing of
the Chin National Organisa-
tion.

The soldiers crossed the in-
ternational border and reac-
hed Saikhumphai hamlet in
the southern part of  Cham-

phai district on Thursday af-
ternoon. Incessant rain de-
layed the air evacuation of  the
29 men. More than 40 Myan-
marese army personnel
from a camp at Khawmawi
village in the Chin state, op-
posite Zokhawthar village of
Mizoram, had previously en-
tered Indian territory and
surrendered to police. They
were airlifted by the IAF
from the nearby Hnahlan vil-
lage to Manipur’s Moreh
town on Tuesday.

Barring 50-odd Myanma-
rese civilians, all of  whom
fled Leilet village near Tui-
bual when the Myanmar
camp was overrun by Chin
cadre, have since returned to
their homes, said T Lalra-
menga, president of  the
Young Mizo Association’s
Tuipuiral unit.

IAF airlifts 29 runaway
Myanmarese soldiers
from Mizoram village

A general view of a camp of the
Myanmar ethnic rebel group
Chin National Front on the
Myanmar side of the India-
Myanmar border close to the
village of Farkawn in Mizoram
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Kolkata: After some members
of  Bengali poet Kazi Nazrul Is-
lam’s family condemned the
rendition of  his patriotic song
“Karar Oi Louho Kopat” in the
just-released Hindi war biopic
“Pippa”, the late bard’s US-
based granddaughter Anindi-
ta Kazi claimed that her moth-
er’s signature used in the
agreement for the movie was
not authentic.

The family members have
demanded immediate remov-
al of  the “distorted” adapta-
tion of  the song from the movie
and all digital platforms. They

have also threatened legal ac-
tion against the producers in
courts in both India and Ban-
gladesh.

In a Saturday night Face-
book live session, Anindita
pointed out alleged discrepan-
cies in the contract for the
song’s adaptation and recre-
ation licence, and called on the
Bengal and Bangladesh gov-
ernments to initiate an investi-
gation.

The agreement was report-
edly signed between Kalyani
Kazi, Bangladesh national po-
et Nazrul’s daughter-in-law,
and the film producers in Sep-
tember 2021 in exchange for Rs
2 lakh. Kalyani passed away in

May this year, before the film’s
release this November. 

Kalyani’s daughter Anin-
dita questioned the integrity
of  her brother Anirban Kazi,
who was a witness to the agree-
ment. In response, Anirban
said he was open to any investi-
gation. Anindita pointed out a
discrepancy in dates, stating
that the agreement paper was
prepared on September 8, 2021,
while Anirban’s signature was
dated September 4, 2021. “In-
terestingly, Kalyani Kazi’s sig-
nature does not carry a date.
Was it done before the agree-
ment was prepared?” she
asked. Anirban acknowledged
this as an error on his part.

Feud erupts in Bengal poet Nazrul’s
family over use of song in Hindi film
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New Delhi: The Delhi high
court has declined to quash
the ED summons to Bengal
law minister Moloy Ghatak
in connection with the coal
pilferage case in the state.
Ghatak had failed to appear
before ED on 11 out of  12 occa-
sions. 

“In such circumstances,
when he himself  has not ap-
peared before directorate of
enforcement except once,
such relief  cannot even be
considered by this court, at
this stage,” Justice Swarana
Kanta Sharma said.

However, addressing the
67-year-old TMC leader’s
plea, the court directed ED to
provide 24 hours’ notice be-
fore requiring his attend-

ance in its Kolkata office due
to his age and medical condi-
tion. The court ordered that
notices should be issued to
the Kolkata police commis-
sioner and the Bengal chief
secretary to ensure adequate
protection during Ghatak’s
examination in Kolkata. Al-
so, the court clarified that
Ghatak, as the law minister,
must ensure no harm is
caused to the ED officers ex-
amining him in Kolkata.

The ED summons per-
tains to a case registered in
November 2020 against sev-
eral people for criminal con-
spiracy and breach of  trust
by public servants for 
alleged illegal excavation
and theft of  coal from the
leasehold area of  Eastern
Coalfield Ltd.

Delhi HC junks WB mantri plea to
scrap coal case summons
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