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New Delhi: PM Narendra
Modi on Sunday asked people
to take precautions against
Covid-19, as he noted that the
infection is spreading in
many countries.

In his last ‘Mann ki Baat’
broadcast of  the year, Modi
said many people are on a va-
cation or will go on one dur-
ing Christmas and New Year
and urged them to follow pro-
tocols like wearing masks
and washing hands. 

The Centre has stepped
up measures to tackle any po-

tential crisis, with cases on
the rise, especially in China
where the lifting of  the gov-
ernment’s zero-Covid policy
has caused a spread of  the
pandemic. Modi has also
chaired meetings and his
government has written to
the states to put in place ade-

quate measures to deal with
any spurt. 

Modi said the outgoing
year, 2022, has been inspira-
tional to India in many ways.
India carved out a special
place for itself  in the world
with its incredible vaccina-
tion doses of  over 220 crore

and the country becoming
the fifth largest global econo-
my, he said.

Modi also cited a Tata Me-
morial Centre's research to
assert that the country’s tra-
ditional methods like yoga
and ayurveda are now stand-
ing up to the touchstone of

Lauding the country’s
feats in 2022, PM Modi said
India attained the status of
the world’s fifth largest econ-
omy, and crossed the “magi-
cal” export figure of  $400
billion.

The country adopted and
lived its resolution of  'self-re-
liant India' and welcomed its
first indigenous aircraft car-
rier INS Vikrant and also at-
tained glory in space, drone
and defence sectors in the
year, he added.Even in the
field of  sports, be it the Com-
monwealth Games or the per-
formance of  our women's
hockey team, our youth have
shown tremendous poten-
tial, the Prime Minister said.
With India getting the presi-
dency of  the G-20 group, he
said the country has to take
the enthusiasm around it to
new heights and make this a
mass movement in 2023. 

been found to improve the
quality of  life in women af-
fected by breast cancer. Its
long term benefits have also
come to the fore. The Tata Me-
morial Center has presented
the results of  its study at the
European Society of  Medical
Oncology conference in Pa-
ris,” Modi said.

PM also mentioned the
achievements of  Centre for In-
tegrative Medicine and Re-
search established in AIIMS
six years ago to validate tradi-
tional medical practices. 

Noting that India has
eradicated diseases like
smallpox, polio and ‘Guinea
Worm’, he said the country is
also near eliminating the dis-
ease of  ‘Kala Azar’. Till re-
cently, it was affecting 50 dis-
tricts across four states but is
now confined to only four dis-
tricts of  Bihar and
Jharkhand.

risk of  recurrence and death
of  breast cancer patients by
15 per cent. 

“This is the first example
of  Indian traditional medi-
cine being tested vis a vis the
stringent standards of  West-
ern methods. Also, this is the
first study, in which yoga has

evidence-based medicine of
the modern era. An intensive
research done by this centre
has revealed that yoga is very
effective for breast cancer pa-
tients, he said, noting that it
is the first such study. The
study shows regular practice
of  yoga can help reduce the
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PM: Follow Covid protocol as cases rising in many nations

A medic takes a swab sample from an air passenger for Covid test at
the Ranchi international airport on Sunday
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Bengaluru/Pune: Ruling
out a major Covid wave in the
country triggered by the BF.7
sub-variant, experts said
tracking hospitalisations
and deaths from the virus
would give a more accurate
picture than monitoring the
number of  cases. 

According to senior epide-
miologist Dr Raman Gangak-
hedkar: “It is difficult to pre-
dict which local outbreak is
likely to assume proportions
of  a wave. It largely depends
on vulnerability at the popula-
tion level. But monitoring hos-
pitalisation and deaths ap-
pears to be a better alternative
than assessing daily cases and
test positivity rates.”

The term “pandemic
wave” is not properly de-
fined. The “wave” is just a
graphical representation
showing a rise in cases, a
peak and then a dip. It is de-
signed to give a simple pic-
ture and the number of  vari-
ables is just too many to have
a clear definition.

Revised ICMR guidelines
state only the symptomatic
will be tested and that may
cause caseloads to rise as peo-
ple with fever or a cough are
more likely to test positive.

Testing only within the symp-
tomatic pool will then show
more cases, but that shouldn't
mean Covid is surging every-
where, experts said.

Then there’s variable test-
ing, including home tests,
which makes identifying the
real burden of  mild illness al-
most an impossibility as re-
sults often go unreported. In
such a scenario, where testing
data can present a skewed pic-
ture, the most reliable predic-
tor of  a surge is data on hospi-
talisations and deaths, ex-

perts said.
Karnataka health minis-

ter K Sudhakar’s go-to man-
tra is “prepare but not panic”
as “India is relatively safer”
because of  “100% coverage
of  two doses (of  vaccine)”,
and “most of  us are already
exposed to Omicron, its sub-
variants and sub-lineages
and as a result, many Indians
have developed what we call
hybrid immunity”.

“Moreover, the BF.7 varia-
nt has been around in India
since September-end when
the first case was reported in
Gujarat. Three months
since, we haven’t seen any
rise in hospitalisation,” said
Sudhakar.

BF.7 in India since
Sept but no wave,
says K’taka mantri
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Hyderabad: Within 72
hours of  the detection of  the
BF.7 Omicron variant in In-
dia, there has been a 400%
jump in precautionary jabs
across Telangana and al-
most eight-fold rise in Od-
isha.

In Telangana, on Decem-
ber 21, a day before the sub-
variant surfaced in India,
only 646 beneficiaries had
taken the booster shots. But
this figure spiralled to 3,380
within three days (Decem-
ber 24) as people were jolted
by the fear of  another Covid
wave that’s already taking a
debilitating toll on neigh-
bouring China.

OnDecember 22, the num-
ber of  citizens availing the
precautionary dose climbed

to 1,631. And the trend contin-
ued on the 23rd, with the fig-
ure rising to 2,267 and touch-
ing an unprecedented 3,380
doses on Saturday. Even on
Christmas Day, more than
1,500 beneficiaries took the
jab. “In my family, none of  us
took precautionary doses be-
cause we thought cases were
a trickle, but after seeing
what was happening in Chi-

na and how the virus entered
our country, we rushed to
take the boosters,” Enugu
Ramchandra Reddy, a Hyde-
rabad-based techie, said.

Except on November 23,
when the number was close to
2,913, daily precaution doses
in Telangana never hovered
around the 3,000 mark in the
last few months. Telangana
health minister T Harish Rao
has asked the Centre to sup-
ply more precautionary dos-
es.

In Odisha, while five days
ago, the empanelled 12 private
hospitals together would see
100 people taking the third jab
daily, now around 800 people
are taking the precaution
dose every day, according to
the state health department.

(With inputs from Riyan-
.Ramanath in Bhubanes-

war)

Telangana sees 400% rise in
booster jabs, Odisha 8-fold jump

PRECAUTIONARY SHOT

Agra: A 40-year-old man who had returned from China two days ago has tested positive for
Coronavirus in Agra. The Shahganj resident, after reaching the city from Delhi airport, went for a
Covid-19 checkup at a private lab on December 23, reports Deepak Lavania. The lab alerted the
health department about the man’s sample following an antigen test. The RT-PCR test conducted by
the health department confirmed the infection on Sunday.

The man had been working with a private company in China. The health department is closely
monitoring his health condition. This is the first Covid-positive case in the district detected since
November 25, officials said. Chief medical officer of Agra district, Arun Kumar Srivastava, said, “As
per government orders, the samples of the man who has been tested positive after returning from
China have been sent for genome sequencing to King George’s Medical University in Lucknow. This
is required to identify the variant of Covid which caused the infection.”

The CMO added: “The man is asymptomatic and has been isolated in his home. Health
department teams have been asked to conduct tests of his family members and those who came in
contact with him.”

Agra man back from China tests +ve; genome sequencing next

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: Accusing the spouse of  an il-
licit relationship and not proving it amounts
to cruelty, the Gujarat HC has said while re-
jecting a woman’s appeal against divorce
granted by a family court to her husband on
the grounds of  “desertion and cruelty”.

The case involves a schoolteacher couple
from Prantij taluka in Gujarat’s Sabarkan-
tha district. They got married in 1993 and a
son was born in 2006. The husband filed for
divorce in 2009 in Gandhinagar, accusing his
wife of  “desertion and cruelty”, saying she
left his home in 2006 and didn’t return after
the child was born.

He said his wife filed an FIR alleging that he
was having an extramarital affair with a col-
league. But he was acquitted in the criminal
case and a complaint filed by his wife under the
domestic violence law was also dismissed by

court. The family court granted the husband
divorce in 2014, following which the estranged
wife challenged the decision in HC. She al-
leged the man deserted her, but he submitted
that they were living separately for the past 16
years.

He said she left his home on her own and
when he filed for divorce, she returned. But
she misbehaved with him and his elderly
mother, prompting them to leave their ances-
tral house and shift to Gandhinagar.

Facts that the man and his mother are liv-
ing at a place where they do not own a house,
and despite the divorce, she has been occupy-
ing the man’s ancestral home speak volumes
about her behaviour, HC observed.

It also said false accusation against the
spouse of  having an illicit relationship is
cruelty, and “the feeling of  deep anguish, dis-
appointment, agony and frustration of  the
husband would be obvious”.

Gujarat HC says false charge of illicit
affair is cruelty, grants divorce to man

Ahmedabad: A 46-year-old BSF jawan was beaten and axed to
death at Chaklasi in Gujarat’s Nadiad by 7 members of a 15-year-old
boy’s family after he complained to them about his daughter’s
objectionable video being circulated online by the teenager. The
incident took place on Saturday night when the BSF jawan, his wife,
their two sons and his nephew went to the boy’s place to talk about
the issue. Police said that all the accused were held. TNN

BSF jawan killed for protests over daughter’s clip
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China, Pak together says Rahul Gandhi: Warning that China
and Pakistan have formed a military compact, Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi has said that any war with one will mean a “joint
battle” against the two. TNN
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